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MUSTANG

True to his sitcom persona,
Tim Allen gives his Mustang
a dose of home improvement

BY JOE RUSZ

FHOTOS BY DEAN SIRACUSA

HAT KIND OF dishwasher can't clean simple
food stains off a4 dinner plate? Certainly not
one that lives under the same roof as Tim “The
Tool Man™ Taylor. Taylor, actually, stand-up
comic Tim Allen, plavs the host of an imaginary
cable television, do-ie=yourself show called Too! Time, A
Bakb Vila run amok, Tim's solution to improving the per-
formance of anemic dishwashers, vacoum cleaners, lawn
mowers, ice makers, assorted power tools and just about
any mechanical device is embodied in two words (all to-
:_-_u--llu-r now, audience): “More power!”

So when Tim reworks the tamily KirchenAid—super-
powering its witer jets with a blast from a Binford
heavy-duty air compressor—the machine not only makes
]ll;al{:— come clean, it Har blows them across the kitchen,

Nor do automobiles escape Allen’s power play—in his
top-rated ABC TV sitcom, Home Improvement, and in
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M Drill owt the jets? | don't think o,

Tim. Maknly because there's no car
buretor on this electronically fuel-
injected, Vortech-supercharged
Ford V-8.

his real life as well.
Tim's a car guy. Born
grew up in Motown wh
worked tor Ford and his tather
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Mostranger to Saleen Mustangs,
Allen and Steve Saleen met one
vening in Hermosa Beach, Califor
here Tim was perfor
lub, After the show
drove two of the cars
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FOT oL,
Steve said, ‘T can actually make it

faster!’
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Tim would probably have been very
appy. with the 450-0r-s0 horsepower
he "normal” Saleen Mustang put ouf
"But som v, Steve came up with
anather 100 horsepower., And even |
! encugl,” "
i 376-bhp,
302-cu~in. Ford V-8 that's been bal-
anced, bluepri and Btted with
Ford Motorsport/SVO (longer) con-
necting rods, forped TRW pistony,
ported and polished aluminum cylin-
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der heads, Saleen superchurger-grind
camshaft, Saleen intake manifold,
Ford Motorsport 65-mm throttle
h.'ud_\'. high-flow fuel injectors,
Saleen/Diversified Fuel Injection
speed-density engine-management
system, high-capacity fuel and oil
wimps and Saleen racing lli!il.lll with
baffles. But not with the Ford Motor-
sport/SYO shore block one would nor
mally expect to find in a high-horse-
power application.

“The stock block and crankshaft are
plenty strong,” says Steve, “because
we're only turning the engine a little
over 6000 rpm. And while the Type-B
Vortech supercharger kicks our 12-14
pounds of boost, the compression ratio
s o relatively low 8.8:1."

In anticipation of this quanmm g
in performance, Saleen made th
wisite modifications o what was
nally a 1993 Mustang LX, borrs
liberally from his racing parts bin.
example, much of the st riveline
was, ahem, recveled a
heavy-duty compogn

/5 -specd
aft, 3.55:1
w1 raction-Loc
y-duty axles,
stdck Mustang sus-
placed by a host of

cratt componentry includ-
rrEsdive-rate front and rear col
gas-pressurized front struts/
ad shocks, stffer front and rear
anticroll bars, aluminum front A-arm
bushings, adjustable front camber/
caster plates, rear lower contral arms,
numerous urethane bushings and a
Panhard rod, And, lest we forget, a
front strut tower brace, G-Load brace,
numerous subframe supports and @
maodified stecring rack.
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Then there are the brakes: "Steve
1old me they'd be expensive [$3500
s Eahnr],{uur I said, “If it’s safery,
]i'!tm willing to pay for it 'Cauge if it
goes this fast, it’s gorta be able 1o
ston -as fase.” "

It should, Stock Mustang LX 10.8-
in. front and 10.1-in. rear discs have
been replaced with Saleen/Ruacecraft
rotors that measure 2 humongous 13.0
in. up'in front and 12.2 in. gt the rear,
Four-piston calipers are fitted all
around, ps are 5-lug wheel hubs that
support S]H_'Ellﬁl'll': alloys {8.0-in. front/
9 0-in. rear) shod with 255/40ZR-17
Goodrich Comp T/A tires, Unusual as
they may be, those faney (and pricey)
Specdlines are eapped with bady-col-
or, aero-style wheel covers.

“Those were my iden,” says Tim,
whe claims he got his inspiration from

ody car. “When 1 twld
Thats interesting. I use
w racing ears.” Whatever,
6 simple they make the car
tally different,” says Allen.

ar that matter, so does the hody-
work, which includes a carbon-fiber
frone facip fitted with Ford Thunder-
bird headlights: This really was Tim’s
idea, and although its a good one, 11
gave the folks at Saleen more than a
livtle grief,

Because the redesipn called for a
lower hoodline, the supercharger, al-
ternator and air-conditioning com-
pressor had to be relocated. Likewise,
the front fenders had o be reshaped
before the bodywork could be repro-
duced in carbon fiber. Saleen topped
off the aero package with urethane
front wir dam, side skirts, rear valance
and a Centrex (plastic) rear wing,

And it was Tim who insisted that
his car be fitted with a proper rolleage,
albeit an unobtrusive one that doesn't
detract from the appearance of the
Mustang’s mosty black interior. Peek
inside the cabin and you'd sweir it's
nearly stock, proving that the Saleen
‘.lcupl.l: did a superb jol—on the roll-
Lar and the rest of the interior,

Because a picture is worth a thou-
sanel words, we'll let the photos do the
“talking” in describing most of the in-
terior, But just so you know, the seats
are by Recaro, the stereo sound sys-
tem's by Pioneer and those zoomy
pedals are by Lonza. ™Nuff said?

S, other than *awesome,” what do
we call this 180-mph, $50,000 hyper-
customized Mustang? Tim Allen
would eall 1t "a real bad :11:3',' of n mi-
torear,” punctuating his descriprion
with his familiar apelike prunts that
zsound like “aargh, aargh, aargh" and
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look like R-R-IX when spelled our—in
B r5|1l ort the windshield and,

O the track, whar the Saleen R-R-
K osounds like 15 "Rowrr, screcech!
Rowrr, screecch! Rowrr, screeech!”
With a few wows and expletives
thrown in by vours truly, Road Test
Edivor Kim Reynolds and Saleen him-
self, Low gear bepets mountains of
wheelspin, 2nd gets you sideways, and
even drd will spin those T/As, “The
pmbl-.n ws ashaken Mr. Reynolds,
s that thing there [the gas pedal],”

Yow-za!

With Saleen himself 1&L]||m| the
wheel, the R-B-R goes
iphi o 49 seconds anc
quarter mile in 12,
fraction; 1t .~h® i

’f'"ﬂ atofr shor

¢ quicker.
iigh 114 [,
3 fram 80 are

appointec with the
1l -"1|H.'.'-!|'.1 where it
an 1r1'|PH.'-=11r' e (.93,

too I\llcl visit we ||1d|:|l

atill hive our license. So does Tim,

PR T e e A A
:I:%: then, hey, he's o TV star. Anyway,

our host confesses, “You can't take the
race car out of the car. We put insula-
tion everywhere, but you can still hear
and Feel this thing. It’s also a little oo
I.';||:l.' !|1:| 1'||L' street, |'“‘:\.1 !‘_;L'.It’, ilI:- |'I.'.|'\.ill|'
take off 2nd gear, it chugs. It's hap-
|1l. eruising :|1|-:~.'_; with Fast-moving
freeway tr g
‘L]LI:uu--Ja "}Llu_r.n changed the gear-
ing and turned down the boost (e 10
pst}; the car still doesn't like traffic,
“There’s s0 much torque in that mo-
tor...," Tim:tells us.
“Indeed; there is, good neighbor™ is
what Wilson, Tim's TV neighbor,
might say. “In fact, theres 527 Ib.-ft

or 715 Newton-meters coming off thag
Hywheel, ‘Tim."

Tim Tavlor, on the other hand,
“Floney,
5 '-‘?

might say 1o his T wile Jill,
did you know that there are
pour nds of feer and a whole bun
Ifig Newtons stuck to my flywheel:

Which is just the way Tim Allen
|.J'.f.'.‘| 1L, i‘ s un lhhllllh'_ |.‘II'I|l'I.1.[|.Ur1 lea
have a car that—1I don't care whe pulls
up next to me, in front of me, belind
I'I."-'. in a Ferrari, Lambarghini, or
spec'd-out Porsche—there's just not
mueh out there that can come close to

the thing. It's basi- ”

;':u]l:r A streer version
of a Trans-Am car.”
And no, i doesn't
need more power.
Right, T'im?




